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hesions especially between the medulla and cerebellum. These are 
briefly the morbid changes found, and it is important that it should be 
realized that there are such differences in the morbid anatomy of this 
disease in its early and in its late stages. In the early stage the condi¬ 
tion has not been sufficiently differentiated from what one might call 
"secondary’’ suppurative meningitis, particularly the common form due 
to the pneumococcus. In the late stage it has almost certainly been 
labeled sometimes as healed tuberculous meningitis, sometimes as a 
chronic syphilitic change. 

In the simple posterior basic meningitis of infants it is almost in¬ 
variably the case that no lesion, except such accidental complications 
as occur in any prolonged disease during the last few days or hours of 
life, is found in the viscera; whereas in other forms of meningitis 
exudation in the meninges is almost invariably secondary to some 
obvious focus of infection elsewhere. Tn fifteen consecutive cases of 
suppurative meningitis which were examined by the author, all ex¬ 
cept one showed an obvious primary focus of infection, while in fifteen 
consecutive cases of posterior basic meningitis not a single one showed 
inflammatory lesions elsewhere, except two. in which a lymph exuda¬ 
tion was present about certain tendon sheaths. This fact, together with 
the constancy of its clinical and pathological features, seems to point 
to its being a specific disease due to some micro-organism. In seven 
out of a series of eight cases reported at the Pathological Society of 
London last year the author found a diplococeus. which, so far as the 
evidence went, appeared to he the specific cause of the disease. The 
one ease which proved sterile died three and a half months after the 
onset of the disease. 

Since then lie has made four post-mortem examinations of infants 
with this disease, and in two of these the micro-organism was present 
in the exudation at the base of the brain, apparently in pure growth, 
lmt owing probably to the use of strong carbolic acid for the steriliza¬ 
tion of instruments no cultures were obtained; the other two eases 
died respectively on the seventy-fifth and eighty-ninth day after the 
onset of the disease, when all exudation had already disappeared. 

in another case lie has recently obtained pure cultures of the 
micro-organism from the eercbro-spinal fluid taken from the lateral 
ventricles during life, in the course of an operation for the establish¬ 
ment of artificial drainage, ft would seem, therefore that the micro¬ 
organism is present during the earlier stage of the disease, but dis¬ 
appears later. 

For the peculiar features of this micro-organism the original must 
he consulted. Patrick. 


93. MkNTXGiTK CKRKiiKo-sfi.NAi.K Ki'iiik.Mii.u:r. {Epidemic Cerebro Spinal 

Meningitis). 1 ). Ass;mis(La I’resse medicate, May 2,8, 1S9S, p, 289). 

In 1897- during the month of November, a few sporadic cases, of 
this disease were observed. During the months of November and 
January these increased until an actual epidemic was in progress. The 
author observed altogether 16 cases, with 10 recoveries and 6 deaths. 
Of the latter, two cases came to autopsy. Of the 16 cases. 5 had the 
comatose form of the disease. T11 all cases, albumin was present in 
the urine, disappearing with recovery. Five cases had the foudroyant 
form. The symptoms commenced with chills, high fever reaching 41 0 
C.. intense headache, delirium, vomiting and general spasms of the 
whole body. In one ease the body was covered with petechia.' vary¬ 
ing in size from a franc to a 50-centime piece. Three cases had an 
abortive form of the disease, commencing with fever, headache and 
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vomiting—all symptoms disappearing in the course of two or three 
days. In the two cases upon which autopsy was performed, fibrinous 
exudates were found upon the pia mater, and serous exudate in the 
pericardium. A few interesting facts were brought out by the bac¬ 
teriological investigations. A spheroidal coccus was obtained, some¬ 
times isolated, sometimes in pairs, always extra-cellular, and not tak¬ 
ing Gram’s stain. This grew both aerobically and anaerobically, was 
found not only in the exudate, but in blood from the heart and finger, 
and in the tissue of the spleen. It was non-pathogenic for rabbits or 
white mice. Growths were obtained upon potato and bouillon, thus 
differing from the meningococcus of Weichsclbaum. No case of 
direct contagion was observed. One of the nurses in the hospital, 
however, contracted the disease. The most benign cases were found 
among young infants. Sailer. 


04. Zi'r Frack pick YkrXndkruncex in den pk rum ikr i sc hen Nervkx 
BEI HER CItRONISCHEN Erk RANK UNO HER Gk.I'X.SSE PUR E X'l'R KM ITXTKN 
(Concerning the Changes in the Peripheral Nerves in Chronic 
Disease of the Vessels of the Extremities). Michael Lapinsky 
(Deutsche Zeitschrift fur Nervenhcilkunde, 13, 1898, p. 468). 

Lapinsky has examined eight cases in which the arteries of 011c or 
both lower extremities were diseased, and gangrene of the limbs fol¬ 
lowed. The clinical evidences of neuritis were absent; motion and 
sensation were about normal. The vasa nervorum were altered, and 
the connective tissue of the nerves was much increased in amount, 
especially toward the foot, and this increase was proportionate to the 
change in the vessels. The nerves contained numerous spaces, sup¬ 
posed to be due to stagnation of the lymph. The nerve fibers were 
not greatly altered, except that where the cndoncurium was much 
thickened the nerve fibers were small. These changes of the nerves 
were regarded as the result of vascular disease. Si’ii.licr. 


95. Nervous Vomitixc;. Bertram Hunt (Clinical Journal, Yol. xir, 

1S9S, p. 239). 

The author reports what he believes to be a fatal case of functional 
emesis. A married woman of 29 years had had. a year before, an at¬ 
tack of abdominal pain and vomiting which lasted several days and 
then left her entirely. Nine months after this she had a severe “bilious 
attack.” and on the following day vomited a teacupful of bright blood. 
From this day to the time of admission she constantly vomited directly 
after meals, and also between meals, there being occasionally a small 
quantity of blood in the vomit. When admitted the patient was hut 
slightly emaciated: the abdomen was rigid and tender all over, but she 
referred the spontaneous pain entirely to one point in the epigastrium, 
pointing to the painful spot with one finger in the way described in 
the text-hooks as typical of gastric ulcer. The treatment consisted of 
cutting off all food by the mouth, and feeding entirely by nutrient cne- 
mata: fomentations and poultices to abdomen; morphia hypodermical¬ 
ly; while tincture of iodine, ipecacuanha wine, and tincture of opium 
in small and frequent doses were all tried successively by the mouth. 
Til spite of treatment the vomiting continued almost incessantly for 
five days, being so continuous as to almost prevent sleep: the vomit 
contained bile, and occasionally small quantities of dark blood. The 
general nature of the case with the history of hematemesis, of course, 
strongly suggested gastric ulcer; hut as the patient was extremely 



